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LINCOLN  LETTERS 

Washington, April  3,1848 
Mr  David  Lincoln 

Dear  Sir:  Last  evening  I  was  much  gratified  by  receiving  and 
reading  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  March.  There  is  no  longer 
any  doubt  that  y  ur  Uncle  Abraham  and  my  grandfather  was  the 
same  man.  His  family  did  reside  in  Washington  County,  ^entucky, 
just  as  you  say  you  found  them  in  1801  or  1802,  The  oldest  son 
Uncle  ifordeoai  •  near  twenty  years  ago  moved  from  Kentucky  to 
Hancock  County  , Illinois,  where  a  year  or  two  afterward  he  died 
and  where  his  surviving  children  daw  live*  His  two  sons  there 
now  are  Abraham  and  Mordecal  and  their  post-office  is  "La  Harpe". 
Uncle  J03iah  father  back  than  my  recolect ion, went f rom  Ken tuc  ky 
to  Blue  River  Indiana.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  ina  great 
amny  years  and  whether  he  is  not?  living  I  cannot  say.  My  reoo* 
lection  of  what  I  have  heard  is  that  he  has  several  daughters 
and  only  ore  son, Thomas  -Their  postoffice  is  Corydon, Harrison 
County  Indiana .Indiana, w  My  fat ke_r , Thomas ,  is  still  living 
in  Qoles  County, Illinois, being  in  the  oeventy  first  year  of 
his  age  -  his  post-office  is  Charles town, Coles  County,  Illinois. 
-I  am  his  only  child.  I  am  now  in  my  fortiety  year; and  I  live 
in  Springfield, Sangamon  County,  Illinois.  This  is  the  outline 

of  my  grandfathers  family  in  the  West 

Very  Eruly  yours  • 
A.Lincoln  . 


Springfield, Illinois, April  1,1854 
Mr. Jesse  Lincoln, 

My  dear  Sir  :  On  yesterday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  ll$h.of  March.  •». ........... .  As  you  have 

supposed, I  ma  the  grandson  of  3'our  Uncle  Abraham;and  the  story 
of  his  death  by  the  Indians, and  of  Uncle  l!ordecai,then  fourteen 
years  old  , killing  one  of  the  Indians  ,is  the  legend  more 
strongly  than  ajfcj:  others  imprinted  upon  my  mind  and  memory. 
I  am  the  son  of  grandfathers  youngest  son  Thomas.  I  have  often  • 
heard  *£xsqcm  my  father  speak  of  his  Uncle  Isaac  residing  at 
Watauga  (I  think)  near  where  the  then  states  of  Virginia, North 
Carolina  raid  "pennes  -e  join,~you  seem  now  to  be  some  hundred 
miles  or  so  tfeai  Of  that.  I  often  saw  Uncle  Mordeoai,  and 
Uncle  Josiah  but  once  in  my  lifejbut  I  never  resided  near  either 

of  them.  •• 

Very  truly  your  relative 

A.Lincoln 


Lettor  to  Bolonoa  Llnocln#Hi'  tori  n 

Ed  jHase 


tngtmifMoSTPb  34th. 1840. 

"It  i?3  my  father'n  underntanding 

thai  AbrahaafMoydtoal  and  T  •  -  old  family  naaai  of  ouret 

my  nrandfather  had     M  I  think  I  hare  heajrd  four  brothara: 

DyJaHObtThOMM   'ind  £cha     lie  1  I  reo  ■OOI   IfDvAadaig   Joniah, 

and  Thomas, the  last  my  fathar*  liy  Unole  UMrdeoal  had  three 
-".ona      Abraham     laata  and  I'or-.looai.  Thla  la  all  I  know 

certainly  on  the  ?mb;)^ot  of  naraoo 

Abraham  L  Lnoola 
New  Tngland  llagasine  Feb. 1809. 


LINCOLN  LETTERS 


Extract  from^Picket  and  His  gen* 

To  George  E. Picks' t 

I  have  just  told  the  folks  here  at  Springfield  on  this 
111th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  him  whose  name,  mightiest 
in  the  name  of  civil  librety,still  might  teat  in  the  cause  of 
moral  re format ion, we  mention  ton  solemn  awe, in  naaked,  deathless 
splendor, that  the  one  victory  that  we  can  ever  call  complete 
will  he  j&szaws  that  one  which  proclaims  that  there  is  not 
one  slave  or  one  drunkard  on  the  face  of  God's  green  earth. 
Recruit  for  this  victory. 


V 


Autobiographical  memorandum  given  to  the  artistThonas  Hicks 

I  was  born  February  13,1809  in  then  Hardin  County  , Kentucky, 
at  a  po3-nt  within  the  now  county  of  La  Pae,  a  mile, or  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  where  Kodgen's  mill  now  is.  My  parents  being 
dead , and  my  own  memory  not  serving,!  know  no  means  of  identi- 
fying the  precise  locality.  It  was  oa  Holla  Creek. 
"     b  "   -  A.Lincoln 

June  14,1850 


Adition  to  the  Scripp  Autobiography 

wwe  settled  in  an  unbroken  forest, and  the  clearing  awayof 
surplus  '•.rood  was  the  great  task  ahead.  Abraham, though  very 
young, was  large  of  his  age, and  had  an  ax  put  into  his 
hands  at  once, and  from  that  until  his  twenty  third  year, he 
*»vas  moat  constantly  hs.ndling  that  most  useful  instrument. 
•  leas  of  curse  in  plowing  and  harvesting  seasons.  At  this 
place  Abraham  took  an  early  start  as  a  hunter, which  was 
never  much  improved  afterwards*  A  few  days  before  the  completion 
of  his  eighth  year, in  the  absence  of  his  father, a  flock  of 
wild  turkeys  approached  the  new  log  oabin,and  Abraham  with  a 
rifle  gun, stranding  inside,  shot  through  a  orack  and  killed  one 
of  them,  ifg  has  never  since  pulled  a  trigger  on  any  larger  game. 
In  the  autumn  of  1818  his  mother  died  and  a  year  afterwards  his 
father  married  Mrs  Sally  Johnston, at  Eli zabsthtown, Kentucky, a 
widow  with  three  children  of  her  first  marriage .She  proved  a 
good  and  kind  mother  to  Abraham,and  is  still  living  in  Coles 
County  Illinois,  There  were  no  children  of  this  second  maftriage. 
His  fathers  residence  continued  in  the  same  place  in  Indiana 
till  1830.  While  here 


Springfield, 111. April  6,1860 

Richard  V.B. Lincoln  Esq. 
lAy  dear  Sir:- 

0  /ing  to  absence  from  home, yours  of  llaroh  19th. 
was  not  received  until  yesterday. You  are  a  little  mint-ken. 
My  grandfather  did  not  go  from  Berks  County, Pa,  but  as  I 
learn  hifl  ancestors  did  nometine  before  his  birth. He  was 
born  in  Rockingham  County  Va.  vent  from  th  re  to  Kentucky, 
an'  there  was  killed  by  the  Indians  about  1784.  That  the 
family  origionally  oame  from  Berks  I  learned  a  dozen  years 
OfeO,by  letter  ,from  ono  of  them  residing  at  3papta, Rocking- 
ham 0ounty,7a.  This  man  was  David  Lincoln. I  remember  a  long 
time  ago  seeing  Austin  Lincoln  and  Davis  Lincoln  said  to 
be  eons  of  Hannaniel,or  Kannanial  Lincoln  who  was  said  to 
have  been  a  cousin  of  my  grand  father.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  you  and  I  are  distantly  related.  I  should  think  from 
what  you  say  that  you  and  my  father  utve   second  cousins. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  any  time. 

Your  very  truly, 

A. Lino -In 


Property  of  Mr. John  f« Lincoln  of 
Miff&mn^burg,  Pa. 


LINCOLN  LETTErii;  TO  SAMUEL  HAYCRAFT 

(*n  1830  Mr  ^aycraft  wrote  to  Lincoln  to  know  if  his  mother  was 
Tpa  Lincolne  second  wife, -and  "-his  is  the  answer  which  ^r  Kaycraft 
received  C 


Springfield,  xll  ^ay38,1860 


H 


on, 


,  Sam  HayCraft! 

Dear  Sir  4  Your  recent  letter  without  date  is  received] Alsc  the 
copy  of  your  speech  on  the  contemplated  Daniel  Boone  Monument , which 
I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  read* Cln  the  maine  you  are  right  about  e^ 
history. %  father  was  Thomas  Linco~n  and  Mrs  sallie  Johnson  nag  jhis 
secondwife*  ^on   are  mistaken  about  my  mother  —  her  maiden  name  was 
^ancy  %nks  -  *  was  not  born  in  ^lizabethtown  but  my  mothers  first 
child,  a  daughter,  two  years  older  than  myself , and  now  lone*  since 
deceased^ was,  -^*  wajbom  ^eb  13,1909  near  where  Hodgi*fville  how  is 
then  in  -^ardin  ^ounjry*^!  do  not  thi -k  I  ever  saw  you  ,  though  I  very 
well  know  who  you  are,  so  well  that  *  recognized  your  handwriting  on 
opening  your  letter,  before  I  saw  your  sig^aturpt*   ^y  recolection  is 
that  3en  Heim  wa8  first  ^leek,  that  you  succeeded  him,  that  Jack  T'homas 
and  William  Farleigh  graduated  in  the  same  office,  and  that  you  hand- 
writing were  all  ver^r  tfAmilaar  .  Am  I  right' 

%  father  has  been  dead  near  ton  years, but  my  step  mother  ^rs 
Johnston'  is  still  living  ±  am  really  very  glad  of  your  letter  and 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  another  at  any  time  .  Y0urs  very  truly 

•  A.  Lincoln 


iiJn  %y  31,18B0  ,  Mr  Haycraft  wrote  to  ^r  Lincoln  the  Republican 
nominee  for  president  inviting  him  to  make  a  visit  to  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Lincolns  native  State  *  He  received  the  following  letter  in  reply' 

Springfield  *11«  ,June  4,  1860-  Hob  Saffiuel  %ycraft-  Dear  sir;  - 
*our  second  letter  dated  ^ay  31  is  received*J*cu  suggest  that  a  visit  to 
the  place  of  my  nativity  might  be  pleasant  to  me.  ^ndded  it_ would*  ^ut 
would  it  be  safe]  Would  the  people  lynch  me*P[he  place  on  ^-nob  creek 
mentioned  by  ^r  Read  ^  remember  very  well  but  ^"  was  not  born  there* 
As  my  parents  have  told  me.  *  wa3  born  on  Nol£n,  very  much  nearer  ^odgens 
mill  than  the  &nob  creek  Place  is*  %  earliest  recolection, however,  is 
of  the  Knob  Greek  placejj  Like  yourself  I  belonged  to  the  whig  party  from 
its  origin  to  its  close*  *  never  belonged  to  the  American  Party  organiza- 
tion, nor  ever  toa  party  called  a  Union, though  I  hope  *  hsxm  neither  ornos 
have  been  le^s  devoted  to  the  ^nion  than  yourself  or  anv  other  patriotic 
man*  It  may  not  be  altogether  without  Interest  to  let  vou  know, that  my 
wife  is  the  daughter  oi   the  late  Eb.bmrt  Todd  of  Lexington  Ky.  and  that 
a  half  sisters  of  her3  is  a  wife  of  Ben  ^ardin  Helm,  born  and  raised. 
at  your  town,  but  residing  r«f  at  Louisville  now  ,  aS  I  believe*  Yours 
very  Truly 

*  A"    Lincoln 

Copied  from  Elizabethtown  iNiewe     Feb»    31,1911    )  1 


LINCOLN  LETTERS 

Springfield, 111. June  4,1860, 

Hon. George  Ashmum. 

My  dear  Sir:  It  seems  as  if  the  question  whether  my  first 

name  is "Abraham"  or  "Abram"  will  never  be  settled.  It  is 

"Abraham?  and  if  the  letter  of  acceptance  is  not  yet 

in  print, you  may,  if  you  think  fit,  have  my  signature 

thereto  printed  "Abraham  Lincoln."  Exercise  your  judgem  nt 

about  this. 

Yours  as  ever, 
A.Lincoln. 

Note  -  Tho "letter  of  acceptance"  in  question  was  the 

acceptance  of  the  nomination  for  President  in  1860. 


Wanhington,D. C.Nov.  10  1864 
Gove mor  Bramle 1 1 , Frankfort , Kentucky : 

Yours  of  yesterday  received.  I  can  scarcely  beliive  that 
Gen. John  B.Houston  has  been  arrested  "for  no  other  offense 
than  opposition  to  my  reelection";  .for,i^  that  had  been 
deened  sufficient  cause  Of  arrest, I  Bhould  have  heard  of 
more  than  one  arrest  in  Kentucky  on  eleotion  day.  If, however, 
Gen.  Houston  ha?  been  arrested  for  no  other  cause  than 
opposition  to  my  reelection, Gen. Buxbridge  will  dismiss  him 
at  once, I  am  sending  him  a  copy  of  thi  aa  an  order  to  that 
effect. 

A.Lincoln 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washingtom,April,4,1864 

A. G.Hodges, Esq. ,   Frankfort,  Kyntuoky, 

My  dear  Sir:  You  a  k  me  to  put  in  writing  the  substance  of 
what  I  verbally  said  the  other  day  in  your  presence, to 
Governor  Bramblette  and  Seaator  Dixon.  It  was  as  follows: 
n  "  I  am  naturally  antislavery.   If  slavery  is  not  wrong, 
nothing  is  irrong.  I  cannot  remember  when  I  did  not  so  think 
and  feel, and  yet  I  have  never  ubder  stood  that  the  Presidency 
conferred  upon  me  an  unrentricted  right  to  act  officially 
upon  this  judgement  and  feeling.  It  was  in  th  oath  I  took 
that  I  would  ,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,preserve,proteot, 
and  defend  the  Qonstitution  of  the  United  States. I  could  not 
take  the  offioe  without  tokinr  the  oath.  Nor  was  it  in  ny 
view  to  take  an  oath  *fo  get  power, and  break  the  oath  in  using 
the  power.  I  understand, too,  tha  in  ordinary  civil  adminis- 
tration this  oath  "-even  forbade  me  to  practically  indulge  my 
primary  abstraot  judgement  on  the  moral  question  of  alavery. 

Yours  truly, 

A. Lincoln 


LINCOLN  LETTERS 

Washington,D.C. ^August  34,1861 

To  His  Excellency  B.Magoffin 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  in  which  you  "urge  the 
removal  from  the  limits  of  Kentucky  of  the  military  force  now 
organized  and  within  camp  in  Said  State", is  received, 

I  may  not  posses-  full. and  percisely  accurate  knowledge 
upon  this  subject  but  i  believe  it  is  true  that  there  is  a 
military  force  in  camp  within  Kenjrucky  acting  by  aythority 
of  the  United  States, which  force  is  not  very  large, and  is  not 
now  being  aigmented. 

I  also  beleive  that  some  arme  have  been  furnished  to  this 
force  by  the  united  states. 

I  also  believe  that  this  force  consists  exclusively  of  Ke 
Kentuckians, having  their  camps  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
their  town  homes. and  not  as-ailing  or  menacing  any  of  the  good 
people  of  Kentucky 

Ta,king  all  the  means  within  my  reach  to  form  a  judgement 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  popular  wish  of  Kentucky  that  this 
force  ahall  be  removed  boyoud  her  limits, and  ,with  this 
impression,  I  must  respectively  decline  to  so  remove  it. 

I  most  cordially  sympathize  with  your  Bxcellency  in  the 
wish  to  preserve  the  peace  of  my  own  native  State, Kentucky; 
but  it  is  with  regret  that  I  search  for  and  cannot  find, in 
your  not  very  short  letter  any  declaration  of  intimation  that 
you  entertain  any  desire  for  the  preservation  of  the  Federal 
union  • 

Your  obediaent  servant 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Executive  Mansion 
.  Washington, September  33,1861 
Hon.H. 0. Browning. 

My  dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  17th  is  just  received; and  coming 
from  you  I  confess  it  astoni  shes  me.  That  you  should  object 
to  a  lav/  which  you  had  assisted  bk  in  making  and  presented  to 
me  less  than  a  month  before  is  odd  enough.  But  this  is  a  very 
small  aprt. General  Freemont's  proclamation  as  to  confiscation 
of  property  and  the  liberation  of  slaves  id  purely  political 

and  not  within  the  range  of  military  law  or  neccessity 

The  Kentucky  legislature  would  not  budge  till  that 
proclamation  was  modifiedjand  General  Anderson  telegraphed  me 
that  on  the  news  of  General  Freemont  having  issued  deeds  of 
manumission, a.  whole  company  of  our  volunteers  threw  down  their 
arms  and  disbanded.  I  was  so  assured  as  to  think  i$  probable  S3 
that  the  very  arms  we  had  furnished  Kentuckyould  be  turned 
against  us.  I  think  that  to  loose  Kentucky  is  nearly  the  same 
as  to  loose  the  whole  game.  Kentucky  gone  we  cannot  hold  Miss* 
souri,nor  ,  as  I  think  Maryland.  These  all  against  us  and  th  e 
j ob  on  our  hands  is  to  Mgge  for  us. 

Your  friend  as  ever 

A. Lincoln 


Lincoln   Family   Record 
Written  by  Abraham  Linooln  in  hia  Father's  Bible 


(   Sarah  yinooln,  daughter  of  Thoaaa  &     )* 
Nancy  Lincoln,  waa  bforn  Feb.  M§th«  1807- 

Abrah&tt  Linooln,  Son  of  Thoe,  & 
Nanoy  Lincoln  was  born  Fob.  13th.  1809** 

Barah  Push,  first  worried  to 
Daniel  Johnston,  and  afterwards 
sooond     of  Thoe,  Lincoln, 
was  born  Deo.  13th.  1785- 

john  D.  John a ton,  Bon  of  Daniel  A 
arah  Johns ton f  was  born  May 
TT-»-»i015   Harried  to  Haxy  Bar.,.. 
October  13th. 1834-  withu  wan 
born  July  32nd.  1816- 

Thouaa  L.D.  Johnston,  son  of  John 
&  Mary  Johnston*  was  born 
January  loth. 1837- 
sbrahewi  L.D.  Johnston  ,  ^on  of  aai  o 
parents  ,  was  born  Uaroh  37th.  1338* 

Barletta  Sarah  Jane  Johnston,  dUu   twr 
of  sans  par  ant  a,  was  born  Januasy  31, 
1340- 

8quirc  h.  Johnston,  son  of  same  parents 

bo  ray  Daoanber  15th.  1041- 

Riohard  M»  Johnston,  Ron  of  n— a  paromta 
"a  "  >rn,  Ootobar  Slth.  1843- 

Dennia  F.  Johnston,  eon  of  name  parental 
was  &om,  ffoveraber  18th.  1845- 

Daniei  W.  Johnston,  on   o  ?  aaaa  parents 
?:as  born,  December  13th.  1047- 

Nancy  Jana  Williams,  wan  bcrn  March 
18  1833- 

Thomas  Lincoln  married  to  8aran 
Johnston  Deo. 3r d. 1819- 

Barab  Lincoln,  daughter  of  Thoa. 
Lincoln,  was  married  to  .... 
Aug. . .18. .8 

Abraham  linooln,  son  of  Thoa* 
Lincoln  was  »ar r lad  to  Mary 
Todd,  Nov,  4th.  1843- 

John  D.  Johnston,  rac  married  to  his 
second  «vlfo,  Nancy  Jane  WlllisJM 
March  5th, 3.851 

John  D,  Johnston  ana  of  john  D. 
and  Nancv  Jana  Johnston  was 
born  April  the  11th. 1854- 

Nancy  Linooln,  wlfa  of  «hoa.  Lin- 
coln, died  October  5th.  1818 

Sarah  ,  daughter  of  Theja.  Lincolns 
wife  of  Aaron  Orlaby,  died 
January  80th.  1833- 

Thoma1  Lincoln  died  January  17.... 
aged  73  yearn  &  11  daye. 

•This  line  is  put  in  by  tha  editor  as  the 
probable  infomation.  The  line  in  the  original 
Is  missing. 
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